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2 December 1823 was directed against schemes deemed
dangerous to the interests and sentiments of the American
government. It was directed against a revival of European
projects of expansion on the north American continent;
here the immediately dangerous power was Russia, which
was advancing down the Pacific coast to California from
Alaska. The United States had a good reason to dislike
claim-staking of this kind, for not wishing any part of the
American continents f, , . [to] be considered as subjects for
future colonization by any European powers*, In North
America, at least, the United States was resolved to be
the dominant power and to be the universal legatee for
all collapsing empires. In less than a generation after
Russia had been politely requested to' stay out of Cali-
fornia, the United States had conquered and annexed
that remote dependency of the young Mexican Republic.
The Monroe Doctrine was in no sense a self-denying
ordinance, although the valid claims of existing European
powers in the Americas were excepted from the Doctrine's
ban.

The message of President Monroe was an announce-
ment to all whom it might concern that the United States
had an interest in the^^g&^wo, including in that status
the independence' of jtlxe^newly-est^bliahed States of
Latin America. But it did not, in its first form, guarantee
thesTggtes against aggression .frcflxuthe .; linked States.
The fifsTgeileration, at least, of the Doctrine was also the
agej>f ^Manifest Destiny', tJieJtelirf^^
most energgScTm^t progressive power in Ameriqa* the
United States would be only anticipating the inevitable
march of history if $he abolished such anomalies as the
^                           and .Spgnisliiule j$ Cuba

to Rico.   Nor was this all.   As Mexico passed

through revolution after revolution, it came to be widely
accepted that American power 'arid therefore rights'
could and should be extended to cow all North America
down to Darien, as it was taken as in the nature of things